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Principles of Biology. - Life, then, according
to Bicherand, is, 1st, "a collection of phe-
nomena, which succeed each other during a
limited time, in an organized body." This
lies open to the fatal objection, besides many
others, that it applies equally to the decay
after death. According to Do Blainville, it
is, 2nd, (f the twofold internal movement
of composition and decomposition, at onco
general and continuous/' This would include
the action of a galvanic batteiy. According
to M. Comte, 3rd, " the idea supposes that, not
only of a being organized so as to bear the
vital state, but also that, not less indispens-
able, of a certain collection of outward influ-
ences proper for its accomplishment. Those two
conditions are necessarily inseparable from the
vital state, a determined organism, and a suit-
able medium." Again, Mr. Lewis defines it.
4th," a series of definite and successive changes,
both of structure and composition, which tako
place in an individual, without destroying its
identity." Mr. Spencer himself defines it thus,
5th,ee the definite combination of heterogeneous
changes, both simultaneous and successive, in
correspondence with external coexistences and
sequences."
Now a scries of changes may be the signs